
Controller Appoints 3 Members to Board Overseeing 
Clean Energy Projects Act 

SACRAMENTO - State Controller John Chiang today announced his appointments to 
the board created to oversee Proposition 39, the California Clean Energy Jobs Act. 

"With their extensive experiences, these three individuals will serve the State well by 
ensuring the funds raised through Proposition 39 will be well spent on projects that 
result in a cleaner future with a smaller carbon footprint, jobs that pay good wages for 
those installing and maintaining energy efficiency upgrades, and a more robust 
economy for future generations," Chiang said. 

Approved by voters in November 2012, Proposition 39 requires multistate businesses 
to calculate their California income tax liability based on the percentage of their sales in 
California. Half of the revenue generated will be dedicated to energy efficiency and 
alternative energy projects, with the remainder earmarked for public schools and 
community colleges. 

The initiative also created a nine-member Citizens Oversight Board. Members are 
appointed by the Treasurer, the Controller and the Attorney General, with each office 
required to appoint one individual who is an engineer, architect or other professional 
with knowledge and expertise in building construction or design; one who is an 
accountant, economist, or other professional with knowledge and expertise in 
evaluating financial transactions and program cost-effectiveness; and one who is a 
technical expert in energy efficiency, clean energy or energy systems and programs. 

Appointed by the Controller were: 

Dana Cuff, professor of Architecture and Urban Design at the University of California, 
Los Angeles. Cuff has dedicated her teaching, research and writing to the creation of a 
more livable, sustainable environment and has experience in architecture, sustainable 
design, community design, and urban planning. She publishes and lectures widely on 
these topics. 

She has been at UCLA since 1994, where she founded and serves as director of 
cityLAB, a research and design center dedicated to innovative urban solutions.  Prior to 
that, she was an associate professor of architecture at UC San Diego, the University of 
Southern California, and Rice University in Houston. She also was a principal at 
Community Design Association in Santa Monica and a founding partner at CLEW 
Associates, both community planning and architecture firms. 

Cuff received her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Design at the University of California, 
Santa Cruz in 1976, and her Ph.D in Architecture from UC Berkeley in 1982. 
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Gary Kremen, clean technology engineer, entrepreneur and inventor. He is currently 
founder and Chairman of Sociogramics (using social media to bring credit to the 
underbanked) in Palo Alto. Kremen brings a broad range of expertise to the board with 
his background in understanding and evaluating financial transactions, delivering cost-
effective serves and providing technical expertise in the State’s clean energy sector. 

Kremen has founded, invested in or advised more than 50 California-based firms, 
including the following clean technology companies: Clean Power Finance (financing 
for residential solar, employing more than 200 Californians, which he founded), 
Enmetric (energy efficiency hardware for residences), Greenbox (smart grid software, 
acquired by Silver Springs Networks), Recurv/Sustainable Spaces (home energy 
efficiency retrofits), Brightbox (energy efficiency software for HVAC controllers), 
HydroNovation (water purification for small business), Watersmart Software (water 
conservation technologies), Sunlink (mounting systems for commercial solar), Solar 
Universe (franchising to turn underemployed contractor into solar installers), Carbon 
Flow (carbon trading), Marrone Bio Innovations (NASD: MBII natural pesticides), 
People Power Co (smart phone-based energy efficiency) and Ready Solar (acquired 
by Sun Edison). 

Kremen is the President of the Purissima Hills Water District. He also sits on other 
boards including Crowdflower and Watersmart Software. He has several issued 
patents to his name. 

The founder and first CEO of Match.Com, Kremen received both a BSEE and BSCS in 
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science at Northwestern University in 1985, and 
his MBA from Stanford University Graduate School of Business in 1989. 

Erik Emblem, executive administrator and chief operating officer of the Western 
States Council-Sheet Metal Workers in Sacramento. Emblem has been involved in the 
energy efficiency industry since 1981, when the National Energy Management Institute 
(NEMI) was founded in California to train technicians to perform energy analysis and 
conduct technical audits of school facilities in California, and later, the rest of the 
country. 

Emblem served on NEMI’s technical committee until his appointment as NEMI 
executive director in 1999.  In his position, Emblem spearheaded several visionary 
programs such as the Testing, Adjusting and Balancing Bureau (TABB), which was the 
first certification program to synchronize all components of the complex HVAC industry.  
He led a group from business, academia and labor to acquire a U.S. Department of 
Energy grant to fund a study on research gaps in energy management and indoor air 
quality. That effort resulted congressional funding for the creation of the National Center 
for Energy Management and Building Technologies that bring emerging technologies to 
the market place. 

Emblem founded 3E International Incorporated, a professional consulting firm that 
provides services in energy management and green, sustainable building codes and 
standards. While at 3E, he assisted in setting up California’s Joint Committee on 
Energy and Environmental Policy (JCEEP), which works with state boards and 
commissions to provide input on code and standard development. 

As executive administrator for the Western States Council of Sheet Metal Workers 
since 2010, Emblem maintains his responsibilities with JCEEP and other local unions 
on issues that affect energy efficiency and HVAC markets. 

Members of the oversight board are charged with annually reviewing all expenditures 
from the Job Creation Fund, and commissioning and reviewing an annual audit of the 
fund and a selection of the projects completed to assess the effectiveness of the 
 
 
  

    

  

   
     

  

  
 

  
  

  

  
  
 

  
     



 
  

     
  

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
  

   
 
 
 
 
   
  

  

  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  

  
 
 
  
    

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  

 
 
  

 
 
  

  
   
 
 
 
  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
   
 
  

 
 
  

 
 
 
expenditures. The board also is required to publish and post on a public website a 
complete accounting of all expenditures each year, and provide a program evaluation 
to the Legislature that identifies any improvements it believes are needed. 

Read more about the Controller’s appointees . 

Read a version of this press release in . 

For more news, please follow the Controller on Twitter at @CAController, and on 
Facebook at California State Controller's Office.  
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